Temple University
Center for Intergenerational Learning

The Center for Intergenerational Learning at Temple University is dedicated to strengthening communities by bringing generations together to meet the needs of individuals and families throughout the life cycle. The Center provides training and technical assistance, conducts research, creates materials and develops innovative programmatic interventions in the following areas:

Youth Development

· Across Age is a national drug prevention program for high-risk middle school youth that involves older people as mentors to students. The program is being replicated in sites across the country and will soon be operating in 14 after-school programs in Philadelphia. Students in Across Ages participate in community service activities and receive life skills training, as well as receive mentoring.

Contact: Dr. Andrea Taylor at (215) 204-6708

· Youth Connect is a drug prevention program that utilizes intergenerational mentoring to support middle school youth who have been exposed to serious violence in their home, school or community.

Contact: Michelle Chapman at (215) 204-6160

· Abuelas y Jovenes is a mentoring project designed to provide support for pregnant and parenting adolescents. Older mentors spend 2-4 hours per month with a teen and also participate with them in parenting classes. Stipends and transportation costs are provided.

Contact: Diana Gudino at (215) 204-1066

Family Support

· The Greater Harrison Community Family Center, which is managed by the Center, provides a range of support services to children and families living in the community surrounding the Harrison Elementary School. Services include an after-school program, youth development program, parenting classes, case management and support for kinship families. College students and adult volunteers serve as mentors and tutors in many of the programs.

Contact: Abby Laniya at (215) 684-8484

· Family Friends is an in-home support program in which older adults (55+) visit families that have children with disabilities and other special needs. Volunteers visit their families once a week, providing companionship and stimulation to children, as well as emotional support to parents.

Contact: Nancy Hale Sills at (215) 204-3193

· Family Friends Transition is a program designed to smooth the transition from early intervention to public school for children with special needs in North Philadelphia. Adult volunteers (55+) visit children in the home and school, sharing best practices from both settings and facilitating parent involvement in the child’s education.

Contact: Adam Brunner at (215) 204-3196

· Grandma’s Kids is an after-school program operating in 3 public schools for children being raised by grandparents or other alternative caregivers.

Contact: Dr. Anita Rogers at (215) 204-1667

Literacy
· Experience Corps is a national literacy program in which older adult (55+) volunteers work in elementary schools to help children succeed by tutoring, reading aloud, telling stories and helping with writing activities. Over 100 volunteers are currently working 2 to 15 hours a week in 12 Philadelphia schools. Over the next 4 years the program will expand to 50 schools.
Contact: Deanda Logan at (215) 204-8585

· Project SHINE (Students Helping in the Naturalization of Elders) is a service learning program that involves students at institutions of higher education throughout the country in the provision of language, literacy and citizenship tutoring to elderly immigrants and refugees.

Contact: Tina Kleutmeier at (215) 204-3212

Elder Care

· Time Out trains and matches college students to provide respite to families caring for frail elders and companionship to older adults living alone.

Contact: Susan G. Smith at (215) 204-6540

· Project OPEN (Opportunities for Productivity, Empowerment & Nurturing) provides training and technical assistance to nursing homes to develop intergenerational partnerships with schools, colleges and youth agencies in the neighborhoods.
Contact: Dr. Jeanette Bressler at (215) 204-6709

Arts Education

· Full Circle Theatre is a culturally diverse ensemble of actors, ages 14-92, which uses interactive and improvisational theatre techniques to assist audiences to explore social concerns and develop problem-solving strategies. Full Circle performs at conferences, schools, hospitals, community and senior centers.

Contact: Marilyn Wood at (215) 204-9386

Community Development

· Creating Communities for All Ages – In an effort to foster interdependence across generations and promote lifelong services, the Center provides technical assistance to education, health and human service organizations and foundations in selected communities.

Contact: Andrea Leerman at (215) 204-3199

