Across Ages
Across Ages is a school and community-based program for at-risk youth, ages 10 to 14, that seeks to strengthen the bonds between adults and youth, as well as provide opportunities for positive community involvement. The unique and highly-effective feature of Across Ages is the pairing of adult mentors (age 55 and above) with young adolescents. The program employs mentoring, community service, social competence training and family activities to build youths’ sense of personal responsibility for self and community.
The program aims to:

· Increase knowledge of health and substance abuse

· Foster healthy attitudes, intentions and behavior among targeted youth

· Improve school bonding, academic performance, school attendance and behavior and attitudes toward school

· Strengthen relationships with adults and peers

· Enhance problem solving and decision-making skills

The overall goal of the program is to increase the protective factors for high-risk students to prevent, reduce or delay the use of alcohol, tobacco and illegal drugs and the problems associated with such use.

Proven Results

· Increased knowledge about and negative attitude toward drug use

· Decreased alcohol and tobacco use

· Increased school attendance, decreased suspensions from school and improved grades

· Improved attitudes toward school and the future

· Improved attitudes toward adults, in general, and older adults, in particular
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