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PARENT/GUARDIAN EXPECTATIONS

The following are policies of the volunteer program that you, as Parent(s)/Guardian(s), are expected to follow.

· Parent(s)/Guardian(s) are to ask the child about the volunteer-child activities.  The purpose of this is to open up lines of communication between parent/guardians and child.

· Parent(s)/Guardian(s) are expected to inform their child’s volunteer of any rules or  restrictions involving the child, i.e. no “R” rated movies, no ice cream and candy treats, or if the child has been grounded or restricted from any activities as a means of discipline.  If the volunteer violates any of these rules or restrictions, the parent/guardian should inform the volunteer’s supervisor.

· If the parent/guardian does not like the activities the volunteer proposes or a conflict develops, he or she should talk to the volunteer.  If there is no resolution, he or she should contact the volunteer’s supervisor.

· It is never acceptable for the volunteer to treat a child’s parent/guardian with disrespect or criticize the parent/guardian’s behavior/lifestyle.  If this occurs, contact the supervisor.

· It is the program’s policy that the volunteer shall not have the child spend the night with him/her.  If the volunteer asks your permission, you are not to give it.  If this happens, notify the supervisor as soon as possible.  If you do give your permission, the agency may terminate your child’s involvement in the volunteer program.  If you request that the volunteer keep your child overnight, your child’s involvement in the program may be terminated.

· If the parent/guardian becomes uncomfortable about the volunteer and child relationship or the interaction between the volunteer-child, contact the supervisor immediately.  Do not worry about being paranoid or over-sensitive.  The supervisor will help you sort out why you feel uncomfortable about the relationship and together with you, will make a decision about continuing the relationship.
· The volunteer is not to overindulge your child with expensive gifts.  Birthday and holiday gifts are acceptable, but they should not be expensive.

· Behaviors that should be reported to the supervisor as soon as possible are:  Chemical or alcohol use on the part of the volunteer, especially prior to or during outings with your child;  sexual come-ons to you; shaming or coercing your child into accepting discipline; and showing your child sexually explicit material.

· The purpose of the volunteer program is to provide your child the opportunity to develop a supportive relationship with an adult who is also a friend.  To keep the focus of the relationship between the child and volunteer, you are not to make any sexual overtures to him/her, ask him/her out on dates, or encourage him/her to take a parental role in the family.  Violation of this rule may result in termination of the relationship.
I have read these rules and agree to abide by them.

________________________________________________

Parent/Guardian Printed Name

________________________________________________

Parent/Guardian Signature

______________________________
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