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Forum to focus on underage drinking By LARRY THOMAS 


Students in Greater Clark Schools admit to drinking alcohol more often than their state and national peers, and now a local group wants to begin a discussion to stem the illegal consumption.

On Thursday, the Clark County Grassroots Prevention Coalition will host a town hall discussion on underage drinking at 6 p.m. at Community Action of Southern Indiana in Jeffersonville. Panelists will include Margaret Shea, Greater Clark Schools’ director of student services; Indiana State Police Lt. James Hickerson; John Uhl, a former Clark County councilman and current candidate for sheriff; Regina Oglesby, a teacher at Jeffersonville High School; Rebecca Martin, the director of literacy for Community Action’s Head Start and Ann Kopple, a Head Start teacher’s assistant. Jeffersonville City Court Judge Vicki Carmichael is the event’s keynote speaker.

“Our focus, truly, is to reach out to youths and parents,” said Fabrienne English, the coalition’s coordinator.

April is National Alcohol Awareness Month, English said.

“We’re hoping to mainly raise awareness of the issue of underage drinking,” said Kim Shannon, Community Action’s planning and development director.

Shannon and English said they hope about 80 people will attend the forum. Such attendance would fill the meeting room to its capacity, they said.

“The biggest struggle for us is to get youths involved,” English said.

In 2000, about 50 people formed the Clark County Grassroots Prevention Coalition. English has served as coordinator since last year. 

So you know
The Clark County Grassroots Prevention Coalition will host “Underage Drinking Prevention: Town Hall Meeting” at 6 p.m. Thursday at Community Action of Southern Indiana, 1613 E. Eighth St., Jeffersonville. The event includes a light dinner. Admission is free, but registration is required. To register contact Fabrienne English at (812) 288-6451, ext. 129.

Monthly alcohol use in 2005

Eighth grade

Greater Clark – 25.4 percent

Indiana – 21.1 percent

U.S. – 18.6 percent

10th grade

Greater Clark – 37.5 percent

Indiana – 33.0 percent 

U.S. – 35.2 percent

12th grade

Greater Clark – 50.6 percent

Indiana – 41.8 percent

U.S. – 48 percent

Sources: Indiana Prevention Resource Center Prevalence Survey of Alcohol, Tobacco and Other Drug Use, Greater Clark Schools
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