Service Learning Highlights

2002 – 2007
Adopt- a-Grandparent program


One of the first activities the Service Learners decided to do was to serve and assist the elderly population in their community.  They quickly collaborated with The Embers Retirement Home to form an intergenerational group and began the “Adopt a Grandparent” program.  The students make biweekly visits to the center to engage in arts & craft projects, seasonal events, share stories, and forming memorable and lasting relationships with one another.

Beautification Project


The first beautification painting project took place on Saturday, April 20th at 120 W. Main St. in Marshalltown, IA.  The Service Learners set up and conducted the entire event.  An old abandoned store along the main stretch of town was considered an “eye sore” among the community so the students decided to do something about it.  A theme was decided upon, which was “Spring into Service to Others,” and the kids painted activity scenes about different ways people can perform service.  The students collaborated with two art students from Iowa State University and the local high school Kiwanis service team to complete the project. 


Service Learners along with several community partners have completed an annual beautification project since the inaugural “Spring into Service to Others” mural and plan to keep the tradition alive for years to come. 
Family Service Nights



The service learners decided they wanted to assist with homeless individuals in their community.  The students collaborated with the House of Compassion, a local homeless shelter and set up several dates to conduct “Family Service Nights.”  During these times, the students and their family members prepare and serve a complete meal to the individuals at the homeless shelter.

Adopt-a-Pet Poster Project

Service Learners work with the local animal rescue league staff to increase the adoption of pets through the Adopt-a-Pet poster project.  Each student is assigned a pet, usually cat or dog, at each visit to the animal rescue league.  During their service time students socialize with the pets and also have their photograph taken for the poster project.  All photos of the pets and Service Learners are compiled and arranged on a poster that is distributed across the community to advertise the pets in need of adoption.  Since the inception of the Adopt a Pet poster project the animal rescue league has seen and increase in the number of pets adopted.
Recycling efforts


During the first month of the Service Learning program, students interviewed staff and fellow students at Woodbury Elementary School to assess the needs of both the school and community.  Recycling was a major topic of concern among the interviews.  The service learners located cardboard boxes, painted them, and delivered the completed boxes to each room at Wood bury to be used as recycling storage bins.  The service learners are responsible for the weekly dumping and delivering of contents inside the boxes.
