To:    The Members of the Special Education Parents Council

From: Sharon Beloin-Saavedra, Special Needs Recreation Coordinator 827-0136

Re:     meeting changes/activities updates

Over the last five years, a core group of members have worked very hard to develop recreation and social opportunities for the children of New Britain with special needs and their families.  We have successfully developed programming for summer camp opportunities and school vacation camp opportunities.  We have collaborated with the Parks and Recreation Dept., the YWCA of New Britain, the Plainville Assoc, for Retarded Citizens (Camp Trumbull),and Camp Sloper in Southington.  We reach out to funding sources (block grant money or foundation money) to help make our programs affordable and available to all families regardless of their financial means.  We have established an annual meeting with the Superintendent of Schools to discuss educational issues and opportunities for children with special needs.  We have had our members sent to training sessions sponsored by the school district.  We have developed an annual award recognition program to highlight exceptional educational employees who have gone above and beyond for our children.  Our core group of parents have worked hard to reach out and bring other families into our group and to help them access the programs we have been able to develop.  We would like our group to grow and expand – to bring new people with new ideas/information into our membership.  Please consider attending a meeting or calling me to reconnect with the Special Education Parents Council and help us meet and address the needs of your child and family and the rest of New Britain’s children with special needs. 

THE NEXT MEETING OF THE SPECIAL EDUCATION PARENTS COUNCIL WILL BE ON OCTOBER 14, 2004 6:45PM-8:00PM AT CHAMBERLAIN ELEMENTARY SCHOOL.  THIS IS A CITY WIDE MEETING FOR ALL FAMILIES HAVING CHILDREN WITH SPECIAL NEEDS.  PLEASE TRY TO ATTEND.  

If Thursday evenings are not a good time for you to attend a meeting, please call me to let me know which evening would be better for you.  We want to encourage participation in our meetings and to make the day, time and location convenient for as many families as possible.

SUMMER CAMP UPDATE:

We were able to enroll nine children at Camp Trumbull in Plainville for their 8 week summer program.  This program was 3 hours per day – 4 days per week.  The children went swimming, out to eat, to the library, to a petting zoo, and bowling.  They did arts/crafts and had sing-a-longs and story time.  The staff ratio here is 1:3.  Our nine children had a wonderful experience.  

At Camp Sloper in Southington, we enrolled 18 children in July and 7 children in Aug. This is a full day – two week program giving the children a rigorous outdoors experience.  Swimming, hiking, fishing, boating, playscape, arts/crafts and sporting activities. The staff ratio here is 1:10.  Our children had a great time!

The funding we secured to make these two camps available to our membership came from the Lions Club/Kiwanis and the New Britain City Council (CDGB).  Thank you to both organizations for supporting our children/families.

We have applied for a grant to continue our school vacation camp programs for Feb. and April 2005.  Look for information in the coming months newsletter.

AWARDS RECOGNITION NOMINATIONS…

Enclosed with this newsletter, is a nomination form to honor a teacher, para, social worker, OT/PT, Speech person, administrator or any school district employee who has gone above and beyond in their work with children in special education.  Please take a moment to nominate an individual you think has helped your child and who has contributed in a significant way to improving the educational life of a child with special needs.

Call me with any questions or comments:  827-0136 (home) or 225-8601 (office)

NEXT MEETING IS OCTOBER 14, 2004 6:45PM-8:00PM AT CHAMBERLAIN ELEMENTARY SCHOOL.
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