Examples of Giffen House Success Stories

Resident A is the single mother of a ten-year-old son and a fifteen-year-old daughter. She has a long history of domestic abuse at the hands of the children’s father. Before she came to Giffen House, Resident A was strong, self-willed, and determined to take care of her family. An addiction to crack cocaine and the continual abuse by her addicted husband took Resident A to the breaking point, and she entered a treatment program for chemical dependency and left her home and the abuse behind her. Resident A entered Giffen more than one year ago. She kept everything spotless and neat, including herself and her children. When asked, she would always say that everything was fine, that they had no needs, and no problems.  

When she worked with her case manager, Resident A agreed to go to support classes and groups, attend a job readiness program, get a job, and follow through with some legal issues she was facing. However, she did none of these things. Resident A got angry and emotional. The case manager began to make a plan to assist Resident A in leaving Giffen House. 

During this time, the community setting at Giffen House prompted Resident A to make friends and slowly gain the trust in herself and others that she had lost. After six months of hardheaded resistance, Resident A did a 180-degree turn-around and went to see our contact person at JobLink. She wrote a resume and cover letter and did a job search, and tried several jobs before sticking with her current employment. 

Resident A has a CAPSC Savings Plan and budget that helped her prepare to recently move the family into their Earle Street condominium, where she is responsible for rent and utilities that are closer to market rates. Her children are now in special programs designed to meet their needs and insure their success. Resident A’s story is encouraging:  each day her family reaps the benefits as she increases and enhances her skills, manages her feelings, makes friends and learns to reach out and provide what they need.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

When Resident B arrived at CAPSC, she had just graduated from a 10 month, 12-step program that she was required to participate in after her release from prison. According to Resident B, “ I had no living skills. I had no idea how to live without being high. I had been using drugs for more than 30 years. Also, I had no parenting skills-I didn’t even no how to look for a house or register my kids for school” Resident B continues, “I am so grateful for the programs here at CAPSC- they have given me stability. I never paid bills before. I never paid rent at the beginning of the month. If I had not been accepted at Giffen House I would never have made it; I would not have known how to do it. I may have stayed clean for a while, but not known how to live. CAPSC helped me get my life back. That’s the honest truth.”

(We have a great photo that goes with this story)

Resident C, homeless since the age of 12, became acquainted with CAPSC through her stay at our Chanate Women’s Emergency Shelter. After repeated episodes of substance abuse leading to the loss of all her children, Resident C on her 8th try become clean and sober upon moving to Giffen House, where she was offered affordable housing and the supportive services she needed to break the cycle of homelessness she was caught up in. While at Giffen, under the guidance of the Caring Communities case management program provided to all residents, and with the skills she learned from the Giffen House Parenting program Resident C was allowed by Child Protection Services to re-unite with her youngest son, age 4. They have now been living independently in a home of their own for the last three and a half years.

