GIFFEN TRANSITIONAL HOUSING FOR HOMELESS WOMEN AND CHILDREN

The Giffen Transitional House is a 12-bedroom facility for homeless single mothers with children and for homeless single adult women.

The Giffen House is a project of the Community Action Partnership of Sonoma County, a 38 year old non-profit corporation which is the designated community action, anti-poverty agency of Sonoma County.

The Giffen House is designed to provide a safe, secure, and affordable home for homeless households to stabilize their lives, access supportive services designed to help them overcome the issues which made them homeless initially, and to become self-sufficient and obtain long-term and stable housing on their own.

The Facility: Giffen House is a twelve bedroom, 4 bath former board and care facility. Residents pay between $325-375 per month in rent for a bedroom, with shared common areas, kitchen, and bathrooms. Rent includes all utilities, telephone, cable TV, and newspaper. Giffen House is located in a suburban residential community on the South West side of Santa Rosa, CA, and blends into the neighborhood in appearance. The facility was initially occupied by the CAPSC program in October of 1998, and was subsequently purchased with a combination of County, City, and private funding in the spring of 2000.

Living in Giffen House: Giffen House is a “Clean and Sober” facility. All residents must live by the House rules; attend the Thursday Night House meeting; and perform their assigned housekeeping chores. Single mothers with between 1-3 children occupy six of the units; six of the units are set-aside for single women. 

Supportive Services: Services are for families are facilitated by case managers from the CAPSC “Caring Communities” program. Residents work with the case manager to prepare an “Individual Services Plan”, which identifies issues that led to their homeless status and details specific steps necessary to address those issues. The ISP is periodically reviewed and updated by mutual agreement. (Caring Communities is an 8-year-old Supported Housing Program grantee under the HUD Continuum of Care).

Services for single adult homeless women are provided by the “Wellness Program”, which performs intake, assessments, and case management services designed to provide access to health resources. Long-term follow-up is provided to single women at Giffen to ensure external supportive resources are utilized in their road to self-sufficiency as well. (The California Endowment funds the Wellness Program)

External agencies that CAPSC presents to the residents for their evaluation and participation include detox and recovery programs; mental health programs; vocational training and job readiness programs; financial literacy, budgeting, and credit repair; legal counseling; application workshops for affordable rental housing; parenting classes, nutrition, and children’s art workshops.

Volunteers: Support from the community is vital to the functioning of the Giffen House. Cooks from Temple Shomrei Torah have been preparing meals for all residents on the night of the house meeting since 1999; the Santa Rosa Kiwanis Club has constructed a paved walkway and installed landscaping, in conjunction with the Sonoma State University VISTA program; the local YouthBuild construction training program rebuilt the entire kitchen, built fencing, a storage shed, and installed exhaust fans; the Unitarian Universalist Church maintains a vegetable garden on behalf of the clients; local Cardinal Newman high school youth perform public service thru clean-up and plantings; DrawBridge offers children’s after school art workshops specifically designed for homeless children between 3-9 years old; the “Cross and Crown” religious social action  group and the “Connections” women’s professional group provides quality women’s clothing for job interviews; and individual donors help contribute to in-house program and enrichment activities. Other contributions include the entire living and dining room furnishings; solar tube installation which saves on lighting costs; children’s playground equipment donated as part of an Eagle Scout’s final community project; 

Outcomes:
An average stay at Giffen House is 9 month; most people stay from less than 60 days up to a maximum of two years.

There have been approximately 88 households residing at Giffen House over the last 6.5 years (not counting people who move out within 60 days due to personal choice or unwillingness to live by the House rules)

Of the residents who reside longer than 60 days, and who have participated in the Caring Communities case management program for or the Wellness program for single women:

· 65% have been outplaced to long-term, affordable, safe housing in their own names;

· 90% of the non-disabled and 25% of the disabled heads of household have achieved employment outcomes of at least 20-30 hours per week of employment

· 35% of all above residents are involved in educational, employment, or job readiness activities

ALSO:

· 40% of all residents exhibit mental health, physical health, or development disabilities

· 85% of all entrants into the facility have substance abuse as a prior issue contributing to their homelessness; 75% of these clients remain clean and sober during their stay at Giffen House

· 65% of all residents have domestic violence as an issue in their lives.

